
  

1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
By Tash Brasell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Points of note from the April Meeting: 

- Terms of Reference’s are being developed for all sub committees, so expectations of each subcommittee are 

clearly communicated. 

- A fundraising Sub Committee has been created, so far this consists of Bob Jollands and Tash Brasell, but 

moving forward anyone wanting to do any fundraising, sponsorship etc will operate under this sub 

committee 

- A grant has been submitted for funding to replace boat radios, this is a priority and the committee intends to 

have this completed before the beginning of the new season. 

- The two new RHIB trailers have arrived, see more later in Lubberline. 

- The Bar has made a profit of $28,476 in the last 10 months, credit to Chris Johnson & John Thornton for this.  

- John Thornton has been appointed the new Bar Manager 

- P2 is still for sale, however some members are going to give it a good clean out and do some touch up 

painting to make it more presentable. 

- A sponsorship event is being organised to promote the club to possible sponsors, if you know of a business 

or company that may want to sponsor the club please let Tash or Scotty know so we can invite them. 

- Prizegiving date has been set for Friday 13th May, please see later in the lubberline for further details, we 

look forward to seeing as many of the members & their families there as possible. 

- AGM has been set for Sunday 12th June. 

 

- The next few months are going to be light on Lubberline content. If you want to receive a lubberline in your 

inbox PLEASE SHARE WITH ME any sailing trips etc you get up to.  The feedback I get is members are loving 

seeing what everyone is up to.  If there is a more experienced member you would like to hear about, let me 

know or ask them to send me their story.   

LUBBERLINE 
LAKE TAUPO YACHT CLUB 

APRIL 2022 
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Laurie and Alan Swift have been valuable members of LTYC for 19 years, Alan previously held various roles within the 

club and was awarded Life Membership. Laurie has been a stalwart in the tower, which is amazing for someone who 

doesn’t even sail, not to mention her time as secretary.  They have not only contributed a great deal to the club they 

have also been active members of other organisations within the Taupo Community.  Sadly they are leaving Taupo 

for Taranaki, they will be a great loss, but we wish them well and thank them immensely for all they have done for 

the club, we look forward to you coming back to visit though.  The final words are left to them, firstly from Laurie & 

then Alan. Thanks Laurie & Alan. 

As I have never stepped foot in a sail boat in my life and have never had the wish to do so- it seems to me that I am 
the most unlikely person to be asked to make a contribution to Lubberline!  
 
I have though had several sea voyages. The first with 4 other nurses when we did a circuit around some of the Pacific 
in the ‘Matua’, a boat about 1/3rd size of a Cook Strait ferry with cargo and about 40 passengers on board. 
Somewhere between Fiji and Tonga we were hit by a hurricane/typhoon/cyclone (whatever was the going word 
some 60 years ago) and one of the chaps and myself were the only two to remain upright! A couple of years later 
along with another nurse, we set out on our ‘Great O.E.’ and travelled by sea to the UK via the Suez Canal.  From 
there, but this time by air, we both went out to Zambia and spent the next three years there -and a life changing 
event that was of course! Alan and I returned to the UK by sea – Durban to Southampton.  A couple of years after 
that we came to NZ – again by sea, this time via the Panama Canal. So I can truly say that I have been around the 
world by sea.  
                                                                                   
With LTYC, I have had some ‘experience’ acting as crew on P6 – one trip to Motuoapa and several New Year’s Days 
outings to Kinloch. Was involved from time to time helping out with regattas. 

 
As Alan said we joined LTYC in 2003 when we arrived in Taupō, but my only 
role was to join him on a Friday night for the social hour. One Friday night 
Peter Roberts asked me if I’d do ‘a stint’ in the tower. I think I joined at the 
start of the 2005/06 season and 17 years later am still there – some stint! I 
don’t think that I’ve missed many Wednesdays – certainly not when Alan was 
driving the Patrol boats.  It’s the best view in town, nothing too taxing and no 
two Wednesdays are ever the same- and- there have been some memorable 
dramas! 
                                                                                
Most of the time for me as a member of LTYC, has been the importance of the 
fruitful association between Soroptimist International (S.I.) of Taupō and LTYC 
which started with the sponsorship and the launching of the “Soar-Optimist” in 
November 2006.   This was followed by some of the young sailors being our 
speakers at Soroptimist meetings. The 

three Inglis lads, Blake Woodfield and Hannah Wilkes.  
 
In 2017 the America’s Cup came visiting and it was a great publicity event to 
have a photo of our sponsored opti alongside the cup. There was only room 
for one opti in the Club - it may have had something to do with me being the 
Secretary at the time that the Soar-Optimist was the choice! 
 
Our group has held many an event at the Yacht Club over the years, always 
with the opti being part of the display.  With Christine Thornton and Tricia 
Lee now being members of both LTYC and S.I. the relationship will continue 
I’m sure. 

 

FAREWELL TO THE SWIFTS 
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I always wanted to join the navy, so whilst still at secondary school I joined the Sea 
Cadets! An event with them kindled my love of sailing. 
 
We were invited to a regatta at a neighbouring town (in the UK), and took our 
Naval Whaler to row in the regatta. I say took, but not on a trailer. We rowed it 
down the canal! (There was probably no trailer anyway, the boat was moored 
permanently on the canal.)The road trip would have been about half an hour, but I 
have no idea now how long it took on the water! We went the day before the 
regatta and stayed, (I know not where), overnight! 
After the regatta, we set off home, and found that we had a following wind. 
Someone - I cannot honestly claim responsibility - suggested that perhaps we 
could sail and save ourselves some effort. So, we turned out our bedding for sails, 
used two oars for masts, and set off! Bliss – travelling home with no effort! I was 
hooked! 
 
In the years which followed there was nowhere to sail locally, so I built a canoe - timber and canvas in those days - to 
use on that same canal and later on the Norfolk Broads, (but that is another story!) 
  
A few years later my father found reference to a national sail training scheme, and I took off for Windermere for a 
week. I don’t think that I did very well. On the last day the finish line had to be moved to allow my boat to complete 
the final race! However, I went on to another course the following week, on the Thames at Maidenhead, and 
suddenly found that, having sailed before, I was considered by the other participants, to be the expert! Some years 
later I attended another of those courses, but as an instructor. 
 
Eventually, a sailing club appeared in my home district in Yorkshire – Beaver Sailing Club. It was on a “Canal 
Equalisation Reservoir”,  and as such was only just over a metre deep, (probably a yard), but we did have about 120 
acres to sail on, so it did us very well! A lot of the members were new to sailing so I again became an unofficial tutor 
and sailed every boat there until I could afford one myself – Moth, Heron, Enterprise, GP 14, etc, etc. 
I eventually bought a Graduate - two-crew, 12ft 6in, 83 sq ft sail area, and later built a 505 and later still a Scorpion. 
 
A few years later my employers, the Ford Motor Company, decided to close down our local factory. We only 
produced roughly 300 vehicles a day, and that obviously didn’t make a big enough profit for them. I found myself 
living in Romford, just east of London, still working for Ford, but in Dagenham. 
 
I mentioned above my spell as an instructor on a sailing course. That had been at Burnham on Crouch in Essex, less 
than an hour from Romford. So, off I went, and joined the club which had hosted the course - the Royal Corinthian 
Yacht Club. It was quite a change from Beaver, significantly formal, with a row of expensive cars outside, but I 
enjoyed the tidal sailing and seemed to fit in!  I took advantage of the club accommodation, and often went down on 
Friday nights and stayed until Sunday. There was a fleet of Dragons, and I crewed occasionally when they were short 
of bodies. 
 
I kept my Scorpion, travelling around to events in the south of England with some of my old mates from Beaver. One 
event was in fact at the Corinthian. There was, and probably still is, a race on New Year’s Day, sailed in the cold of 
course for the appropriately called Icicle Trophy! My crew Nigel, and myself had for some time worn Bowler Hats 
whilst sailing - I forget why! We were photographed by a reporter from the Daily Telegraph and next day the photo 
appeared in the paper with the comment “Mr A Swift, who entered the Scorpion Class, brought a touch of the city to 
the river.”                                
 
I eventually transferred to a Solo, designed by Jack Holt who also designed the Mirror, and a range of other 
“dinghies”. The Solo was very popular in Holland, and my new mates and I went over there on a couple of occasions. 
I also sailed it in the Putney to the Tower of London race, which provided its own interests/hazards - sailing under 
the Thames bridges and avoiding the moored barges! 
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Sometime during this period I joined three of my Beaver mates on a trip to Scotland. We picked up a boat from the 
Clyde, something over 25 feet I assume, and took it through the Crinan canal, and up the west coast. The weather 
was good to us and we experienced no disasters! 
 
Eventually for a variety of reasons I decided on a change of direction at work. I took off for a copper mine in Zambia, 
met a Kiwi girl, and ...................!!  
 
There was some sailing to be had in Kitwe, the town I had moved to, on a dam adjacent to the mine. One of our 
friends had an OK dinghy, which I sailed from time to time, but I didn’t get involved or buy my own boat. 
 
On leaving Zambia, sailing was suspended and work and home building, (and a little acting!) took over. First UK, then 
NZ, then UK again, then retiring to Taupo! On arriving in Taupo and joining LTYC, a casual stint helping out on patrol 
boats turned into a 14 or 15 year involvement! 
  
Now, back to Taranaki and - who knows what? 
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By Calida Brunton 

Good Friday dawned and the instruction from our skipper was to 
arrive at the pen at 1255.  I filled up on the breakfast of Yachting 
Champions, Hot Cross Buns, and got down there to find that Takitimu 
was all set to go and Graeme Robinson was waiting patiently for his 
crew!  Not a good start.  But, as it turns out, The Bill had an even 
worse start.  Just as we were setting off, his outboard motor wouldn’t 
start, so, to my alarm, Alan beckoned for us to motor back over to 
him and ‘we’ (ie Graeme Robinson) skilfully reversed Takitimu up to 
The Bill, threw Nick a line, and tied it on.  As we motored up the river, 
towing The Bill, I kept a careful eye on the rope attaching us, thinking 
that it could snap or unravel itself at any moment, or that the outboard motor on Takitimu would overheat and blow 
up and then what the hell would we do!?  Thankfully, neither of these things happened, and we all eventually made 
it onto the start line. 
Day 1 of racing ended up being a bit of a non-event, with very light and shifty conditions.  
The Race Officer, Celia Carson, seemed very cool and professional under pressure.  She kept looking through 
something that I guessed was telling her what the wind was doing, and then she would shake her head and turn in 
another direction and look through the wind instrument again.  For the remainder of the day, that’s pretty much 

what she did.  And just when it looked like there was wind, and the race flag went up, 
30secs out from the start, the race flag went down, the AP flag went up and she did 
the ‘Cut’ sign with her hands.  It was all quite thrilling, even though we were 
technically doing nothing.  
The things I took away from Day 1 on the water were; 

1. Yay!  We eventually got one race in. 
2. How cool that the Race Officer, Celia Carson, was female.  
3. Shimmy up next to the Committee Boat so you can see which flag they are 
about to raise before they raise it. 
4. We should have taken food out. 

Day 2 and again the wind was non-existent.  We were on the water for 2 hours, and 
still no racing had happened, so I suggested that we open the easter eggs.  There 
was a nodding of heads in unanimous agreement.  The quiet munching of 

marshmallow eggs helped to pass the next 92 seconds. 
Gazing across the lake, the float plane seemed to be getting more action than we were, so I decided to watch it 
through the binoculars as it took off, landed, took off, landed and took off again.  We hoped that the prop would 
generate some wind for us.  We also became expert Race Officers ourselves, suggesting that we could have sailed in 
this breeze or that breeze, and yes there were a few holes, but we still could have sailed…  
And then a couple of bees landed on the boat.  Graeme Robinson caught one and sent it off on its merry way back to 
the land of things to pollinate.  Meanwhile my bee landed and proceeded to preen itself, giving its legs and antenna 
a good rubbing down.  I sat and watched it until it flew off.   
Soon after, a very light breeze picked up and Race 2 was finally underway.  The four race boats at the front enjoyed a 
race to the finish line, while the rest of us made it to the top mark, before the wind died and, despite Graeme’s 
valiant but fruitless efforts to get to the finish line, the race was signalled ‘out of time’.  Second Edition fired up their 
outboard motor and steamed past us, so we reluctantly accepted defeat and did the same. 
Race 3 started just before the cut off at 1600hrs in a wonderful 10knot westerly.  We all made a mad dash for the 
finish line and came away feeling vindicated with Celia’s insistence that we sit out there all day waiting.  She was 
suddenly elevated to a platform of pure class.  

EASTER REGATTA 
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At precisely the same time that we crossed the finish line, my bladder 
suddenly filled to the brim and was bursting.  By the time we motored 
past the Harbourmaster, Graeme could see that things were getting 
desperate so he kindly pulled into the nearest ramp and I leapt from 
the boat and cautiously jogged to the toilets.    
That night, Constables put on a delicious dinner, which we could 
hardly justify, as we hadn’t actually done much, but we wolfed the 
delicious beef and chicken dishes down as if we had been out there 
rounding Cape Horn.  This was followed by Sticky Toffee pudding and 
Crème Brulee.  Divine!  Thanks Kara and Phil. 
Easter Sunday and what an extraordinary change in weather.  This was 
to be a day of drama, excitement, cutting edge sailing, waves crashing 
over the cockpit directly into my face, hourglass shaped spinnakers, boats rounding up and colliding, boats retiring 
early, jibs torn.  It was the sort of racing I had imagined a National Trailer Fleet Regatta would be all about!        
We got four races in.  Takitimu never ceased to amaze me, as we rounded the top mark often within reach of No 
ReMoRse and with a number of the Noelex fleet behind us.  At one stage we got such a good start that we were 
tucked in beside Hot Line (skippered by Luke O’Connell), the superstar boat of the fleet with the super slick crew, 
and just behind us (briefly) was Black Mamba (skippered by Daryl McGee), the other superstar boat from Evans 
Bay.  It was quite thrilling to be in the mix of action with these two exceptional boats and skippers on either side of 
us. 
After four races, with strong breezes hitting 35 knots, we were asked if we wanted to race again.  A collective and 
somewhat puzzled ‘Yes’ resounded from the Takitimu crew and skipper, as we wondered why this was even a 
question, however a majority of the fleet thought otherwise, so racing was wrapped up and we reluctantly headed 

in.  
Back at the Yacht Club, the award ceremony took place and the 
winner’s trophy was filled with rum and passed around.  Other than 
noticing that Black Mamba had won the trophy twice in the past, it felt 
like a very 1970s thing to be doing, all drinking from the same mug – 
back when there were no rules…it was great.  Which got us onto 
discussing prizes and what used to be up for grabs back in the old 
days.  Apparently, first prize was a flagon of Black Heart Rum.  Second 
prize was an 1100ml bottle and third prize was a 750ml bottle!  Bring 
back the old days.  
 
Congratulations to the 2022 National Trailer Yacht Champion, Luke 

O’Connell’s Ross 650 – 
Hot Line.  With Line Honours going to Chris Johnston’s Elliot 7.8 - No 
ReMoRse while rating honours went to Alan Simpson’s & Nick van 
der Vlerk Williams 7 – The Bill.    
To conclude the weekend, Paulette and I got talking to Bob and he 
ended up telling us the most wonderful stories of his sailing 
adventures.  It was a great note to finish on.  Thank you to LTYC for a 
brilliant weekend.  Thanks to the Race Officer, Celia Carson for 
maintaining such a professional approach throughout a challenging 
weekend and for being an inspiration to us ladies out on the water, 
and to Scotty for his patience each day, setting the top mark as 
winds shifted all over the place.  
 

NZ Trailer Yacht Championship results are available at https://www.ltyc.org.nz/results/2022Easter.htm 

and NZTYA Divisional results at https://www.ltyc.org.nz/page/567091 

 

 

https://www.ltyc.org.nz/results/2022Easter.htm
https://www.ltyc.org.nz/page/567091
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IF YOU ENJOY SEEING PHOTOS OF CLUB GOING ONS, 

PLEASE KEEP SHARING YOUR PHOTOS WITH US.  

Email to lubberline@ltyc.org.nz for inclusion in next month’s edition. 

THE MONTH IN PHOTOS! 

Easter Regatta, 420 Overnight Trip, Phil Clarke 
retrieving a 420 rudder long thought gone, Sun 
shining on Easter Regatta, Magic 25 Regatta 

mailto:lubberline@ltyc.org.nz
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By Sally Clarke 

At Easter I attended the Optimist Nationals at the 

Napier Sailing Club.   This was also the Starling 

Nationals making a total of 299 boats attending.  

Due to Covid concerns we were split into five zones 

in order to  give the sailors social distancing space. 

I was fortunate to be part of the Napier Sailing Club 

and Gisborne zone and managed to get my rig into 

a rig rack which made rigging each day very easy.  

Due to illness (Covid Mckye & Beau), injury 

(Angus’s foot) and family commitments (Kcin & 

Ethan) I was the only LTYC sailor who attended.  

The racing was held on open water of Hawkes Bay with three courses providing for Open Opti, White fleet 

and Green fleet Optimists.  There were also Open Starlings and Development Starlings. Our course was 

about 2 nautical miles offshore so we had to get towed out in order to make the start time.  

Racing was held over four days with the first two days being for qualifying. Unfortunately I didn’t make the 

Gold fleet but was happy to be in the Silver fleet.  On day three being 

the first day of finals we spent 4 hours on the water waiting for the wind 

to come.  It was flat calm but still a swell which made both myself and 

my Dad feel a little queasy.   Peanut slabs and apples kept me going. 

On race day four we completed four races.  My best result was a win in 

race one of the finals. I managed to get a good start and led the fleet 

round the course.  I also achieved some good results such as I came 

fourth overall in the Silver fleet.  

After my race win I had to report to the measurers boat on the water 

where my rig was checked against the measurement line on the sail. I 

was also required to show I had my paddle tied in, a whistle was 

attached to my lifejacket and my buoyancy bags were filled and secured 

to my boat.  The Optimist class rules are very strict and we had travelled to Napier the weekend before the 

regatta to meet with the Chief Measurer Bob Witham who measured my mast, boom and sprit with an 

electronic ruler and issued measurement certificates. If you don’t use the 

registered equipment or your equipment is non-compliant you will be 

disqualified. 

It was a great experience with some very fast and competitive sailors who 

have now been chosen to represent New Zealand internationally. I had 

previously attended AIMS Games in Tauranga with a big fleet so I knew it 

was so important to get a good start. There were 49 boats in my starts so 

we had to get a good position otherwise you would be at the back of the 

fleet. The Race Officer went straight to a black flag after a general recall in 

order to keep the fleet behind the line. A number of boats in my fleet received 

black flag disqualifications which wrecked their chances of top results.  

I had a great time but I was very tired by the end of the Regatta, lucky it was 

the school holidays so I could sleep in once we got home. Thank you to 

Napier Sailing Club for putting on a great regatta. 

OPTI NATIONALS REPORT 
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My time at the Taupo 420 

sailing camp was awesome. We 

sailed in from Acacia Bay to 

Kawakawa and stayed the night 

on the boats before sailing back 

the next day. My time on the 

yachts and at camp really made 

me appreciate what an 

awesome group of people the 

Taupo teams are made up of. Both the Taupo Nui a Tia and Tauhara 

teams are made of fun and committed individuals that I am proud to race with and against. I am happy to say that I 

would trust the welfare of a boat and myself to these people instantly. They show impressive teamwork, 

perseverance and trust constantly.  

Tash has once again demonstrated her awe inspiring organization skills and made possible a great trip. Thanks 
should also go to Phil Kidson, Scotty Brasell and Brent Aitkin for bringing their yachts for us to sail and sleep on. Once 
again they have proved that a team is nothing without the parents, friends and members that make it all possible. 
Everyone worked together to provide us with an amazing experience. 

 
The sailing trip started at the 
Taupo Marina. We motored 
into clear waters and then 
sailed the remainder of the 
journey. It was a surprise how 
beautiful our town and the 
surrounding areas are from 
certain parts of the lake. I 
think you don't appreciate it 
as much in a motor boat. 
Music blasting, we stopped at the Maori Carvings to swim before 

continuing on towards Kawakawa Bay. Arriving at the bay, we swam before preparing dinner. After the premium 
nachos we set off as a group to investigate a large cave found ten minutes along the point of Kawakawa before 
engaging in an intense game of spotlight. Sleep was interesting in the boats, but once you had gotten over the 
chainsaw sound emanating from Brent, we slept well.   

 
The following morning we motored over to Boat Harbour for 
breakfast and enjoyed some masterfully cooked Bacon and 
Eggs. The boat ride back was just as entertaining as the 
previous day and I have to say I enjoyed the company of 
every single individual on that trip. Unfortunately we had 
run out of wind and so the trip back was primarily under 
motor. Thanks heaps to Tash and also everyone from the 
two teams who came on the trip. You guys are awesome.  

 
Flynn Harrington 
Tauhara 420 Team 

 

420 WESTERN BAYS OVERNIGHTER 
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We are extremely grateful to Pub 

Charity for funding two new trailers for 

P5 & P7.   

Phil Clarke & Matt Ryder towed them 

to and from Napier and came back 

raving about how awesome they were 

to tow. 

It should be a breeze next season 

putting the RHIBs on and off the 

trailers also, as they are fitted with 

rollers as well as the winch.   

Thanks to Turangi Marine who 

organised the purchase and fitted 

them out with rollers etc. 

  

NEW RHIB TRAILERS 
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CENTREBOARD MAINTENANCE PERSON(S) 
We are looking for enthusiastic person or persons to take on the 
maintenance of the clubs fleet of centreboard boats.  The fleet includes, 
optimist, lasers, topaz, 420’s and more.  This would suit semi-retired / retired 
people, who are available outside of sailing times to maintain the boats. 
Initially there would be a bit of work to get the fleet up to speed, but once 
that is done it would average approximately an hour per week.  The bulk of 
the maintenance is done off season.  
Please contact Scotty 0275 99 66 69 if you are interested in this vital club 
position. 

 
 TOWER RESULTS SUPPORT PERSON(S) 

No racing is possible without the awesome ladies in the tower, but 

one of these lovely ladies will be departing Taupo soon. 

  There are a few people interested in this role, but don’t want to do 

it every week.  We are thinking of getting a group of people 

together to go on a roster.  We would hold a training session to 

teach everyone that is keen. If this new idea interests you please 

get in touch with either John or Scotty. Please contact John Thornton 021 808 699 or                               

Scotty on 0275 99 66 69. 

 

 

 

TGIF Social Gathering – Jack Roberts Bar EVERY FRIDAY from 5pm 

LTYC Prize Giving Friday 13th May 

Ohope Centreboard Regatta Queen’s Birthday Weekend 

LTYC AGM  Sunday 12th June  

Zespri AIMS Games - Tauranga 3rd – 6th September 2022 

North Island Opti Regatta 4th – 6th November 2022 
 

OHOPE REGATTA 

There is a decent group of LTYC Sailors going to the Ohope Regatta. Get your accommodation booked and 

here is the NOR. You also need to book for the dinner as per the website before 1st June. 

http://www.sailingohope.co.nz/uploads/4/2/7/6/4276767/ohope_queens_birthday_regatta_2022_sis.pdf 

KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN 

Some members are working on some social events to happen over the winter, keep an eye on your emails 

and upcoming Lubberlines for more information. Lets make use of the awesome clubhouse we have. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

http://www.sailingohope.co.nz/uploads/4/2/7/6/4276767/ohope_queens_birthday_regatta_2022_sis.pdf
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Over the weekend 30 April – 1 May LTYC hosted the 2021 / 2022 Magic 
25 Class New Zealand Championship Regatta.  The forecast suggested 
that the competitors would be lucky to get any racing but, true to form, 
The Great Lake dished up enough wind between 5 & 7 knots to enable 7 
races to be completed over the two days.  After day one it was a close 
run regatta with the leading boats locked with nothing between them.  
Day two’s lighter and shifty conditions allowed local boat W8 Up on 9 
points, skippered by Hippie, to take the honours from 2miletogood 
(Torben Landl) on 11 points and Team Sex (Patrick Harris RNZYS) on 19 
pts.  The coveted national trophy returns to Taupo after a short stay in 
Auckland. 
 
By Alan Simpson  

MAGIC 25 SPORTS BOAT REGATTA 

 



  

14 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

Starling For Sale  

-sail number 1045 

-3 good sails  

-Black boat cover 

-Good foils  

-Boat is in tidy 
condition 

-Always stored under 
cover   

-Ready to race 

-Son has moved up to 
a Laser 

-$2300 ONO 

  

Phone Brent Aitken 

027 476 2800 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOAT FOR SALE 


