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My days with the LTYC go back to the late 1980s. 
 
When I joined up, the clubhouse renovations were 90% complete, the building renovation enclosed but pre 
the purple carpet and Paul Davies was the commodore. 
 
Having sailed on a Noelex 22 on the Wairoa River once and a Hobie Cat at Mahia twice, my sailing 
experience was pretty well non-existent.  But my flatmate at the time who was a crewman on Gingerbread 
Man asked me to fill in for her and that really was where it all started.  Gingerbread Man was the perfect 
start.  A fantastic boat and the Brett’s are a wonderful family and I was totally used to being yelled at by 
my father.  To be fair Dave directed 100% of the yelling to associated persons Dale 70% and Shona 30%.  
Those early days with Gingerbread Man were great.  Drink driving was pretty legal and Wednesday nights 
sailing generally flowed through to Thursday mornings.   
 
The bar was a real money spinner and clearing up the glasses and washing the ashtrays was quite a job.  
Sunday sailing was quite the thing and Jack Bull aka Apple Jack in season brought apples which he threw to 
the other boats as a sort of warm up exercise. 
 
I continued to sail with Dave until he moved overseas to work for a period.  So, it was time to buy Salient, 
my Farr 6000.  Paul Davies saw me as a soft touch and asked me to be Treasurer about 1981.  This was an 
eye opener to the effort and time some club members were putting in to make the club function.  Until this 
point I was happily ignorant.  It taught me a lifelong lesson though, the more you put into something, the 
more you get out of it. 
 
Right at the start of my first time as treasurer ship P2 was needing repowering.  The club was $150k in debt 
due to the clubhouse renovation.  A special general meeting was called to discuss the dilemma and I recall 
one member suggesting the club repower just one of the stern drivers and then some time later 
repowering the second.  It was concluded that the club may as well be properly broke as half broke and we 
borrowed another $35,000 from the BNZ.  I am eternally grateful to the member who suggested 
repowering with just the one engine though, as my confidence was boosted in that I released I was at 
worst case only the second dumbest person in the club. 
 
I continued sailing badly but regularly on my Farr 6000 for a number of years until about 2003.  At that 
point I got caught up with the learn to sail program as Grainne had decided this was the place for me as 
daughter Lucy was due to start sailing.  It was difficult to be in two places at once and so I got caught up in 
the centreboard crowd.  A crowd which has grown quite a lot I might add. 
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Things bobbed along and one day Peter Nankivell came knocking on the door and asked if I would consider 
taking on the Commodore Role.  It had never been an ambition of mine but after sleeping on it I said yes 
and there we were.  The club had another potential crisis.  I was very lucky with my tenure as the people 
around me were very able and very supportive.  I was also very lucky that the worst problems I struck were 
the bunker arson and double bookings of the clubhouse.  Less fortunate commodores had had 
membership dramas including a drowning, a suspected murderer and an alleged rapist member.  I think 
those suspicions about the suspected murderer were eventually confirmed.  But that was before and after 
my time as commodore. 
 
After 5 years as commodore the club needed new blood and I was off the committee again.  I was quite 
relieved as I went from highs to lows in the role.  You would think things were trundling along ok and then 
something would go wrong and pull you back to earth.  Largely personality issues but sadly you just cannot 
keep everybody happy all of the time.  No matter how nice the people are. 
 
To conclude, I guess I am now one of the oldest continuing, active and surviving members of the club 
having been sailing regularly for over 30 years.  Joining the club was one of the best things I ever did and I 
have met many people and made many friends.  As an accountant devoid of personality I know one is a 
social outcast, so thank you all so much for being nice to me.  Cheers. 
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By Tash  
Brasell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Belated Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Well the silly season has been and gone, sorry there was no lubberline in December but there wasn’t a lot 
of material sent through and to be honest life was more manic than usual and I just didn’t have the time to 
go looking for it. 

 
December was yet again 
another great month in the 
club, we had a few windy 
nights and some very still 
nights.  We had a great turn 
out for sailing and at the 
clubhouse after sailing.  It 

was neat to see so many at the Annual Christmas Pud & Rum race and dinner, 
Constables Kitchen did a fantastic meal which was enjoyed by many.  Santa’s 
Helper made an appearance tried to sweetener up the Commodore and 
members, the kids loved the lolly scramble.   

 
Here’s hoping we have a 

few more social events in 2022, to bring all the members young and old together and enjoy our awesome 
facilities. 
Although things slowed for a couple of weeks there has still been stuff happening. 
Unfortunately P5 had a bit of an incident at the boat ramp, but thankfully no major damage that can’t be 
fixed. 
 
We had members from Hamilton & Tauranga Yacht Clubs Helen & Rick Spencer come and stay in Taupo 
over Christmas / New Year.  We were able to move things around and give them some space to store their 
lasers which made their sailing so much easier. They have sent an email thanking the club, read that below. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
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The roof is continuing to show us that it needs replacing.  The night before a function was due to be held a 
pipe in the roof above the ladies toilet decided to let go, the carpet etc was wet and took a bit to dry out.  I 
know we ask each month, but we are asking for any members who have an idea on how to raise some 
funds to pay for the roof replacement and plumbing repairs to get in touch please.  Even an idea of a 
function or event that could be held to raise some funds. We know as the committee the running of the 
club ultimately comes down to us, but something like this needs the support of all its members to make it 
happen. 
 
New Years Day was a busy day for sailing. 
The New Years Day Race had a gorgeous day 11 boats started, 3 finished, 7 were given DNF as the wind 
dropped out making it impossible to finish on time . 
1st place on Handicap  was Suedama, 2nd place was No Remorse and 3rd place was Carabella . 
1st on line was No remorse 
The day started with a good sail out of the Taupo Bay 
but the wind got less and less as we proceeded to 
Kinloch only hanging long enough for the 3 boats to 
finish before dropping out altogether.  Thanks should 
go to P6 and her crew for accompanying us and 
finishing us at Kinloch before coming home the same 
day. 
 
A group of laser sailors got together and headed for 
the Maori Rock Carvings, read more about that coming up.   
 Then Phil also organised an Ice Cream Run which saw the Hamilton 
Sailors join in on that too. 
 
After the NY Day Race Carabella, Reckless and Skud headed to 
Kawakawa Bay for the night, what a sunset we saw that night.  Then 
Catalyst and Sweet Magic joined us the next day.  A few tipples and 
many stories shared. It was neat to see every age group of the club 
getting together and having a great social time.  Our kids loved 
listening to the sailing and club stories and I think the oldies enjoyed 
their chats with the kids and imparted some knowledge. More 
photos to come. 
We know other members were out and about on the lake too and later in the lubberline you’ll see some 
pictures. 
 
Points of interest to members from our January meeting held last night are: 

 We are looking into funding to replace both rib trailers. 

 Repairs are needed to the tower to replace cladding and stop the leaks. If you know of a Licensed 
Building Practitioner who could give their time to help that club please get in touch, see situations 
vacant. 

 Reminder to members about Health & Safety, NOBODY is to ride on ribs to and from the boat 
ramp, and a general if you see something unsafe speak up. 

 If you are purchasing anything on behalf of LTYC you need to get authorisation from a Flag Officer, 
reimbursements will not be given if prior authorisation is not obtained. 
 

Well here’s hoping we have a smoother 2022 with less interruptions from damn COVID 19 and all its 
variants.  If you have kids enjoy the last of the summer holidays, until the busy school year kicks off.   



  

5 
 

 

By Mike Knox 

After a chance meeting with Thomas at 2 Mile Bay boat ramp following an evening 

wakeboarding. Thomas suggested a New Years day sail in our Lasers to the Rock Carvings, we 

were all keen. Our day started leisurely at 1100am (especially for those a little dusty from NY 

celebrations) and included team Thomas, Mike, Riley and both Amelia’s, kindly helped off the 

beach by Phil.  We enjoyed the sail over with gentle consistent wind and coped with power 

boats everywhere and their wakes. Good to see many having fun on our lake. While enjoying 

our picnic and swimming at Mine Bay we counted 45 boats near the rock carvings! Sailing back 

was slow and hot with little and changeable wind, ending with a swim for most of us. Thanks 

Thomas, for a fun day. 

  

NEW YEARS DAY LASER SAILING 
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Kia ora Scotty 
  
Thanks again for the warm welcome and connecting we experienced at LTYC 
over Xmas-New Year. 
We arrived on Wednesday 22 December and got to connect with your Centre 
Board Xmas sail.  Delightful to see familiar faces and renew connections for 
key folks.  Networking in the Waikato-Bay of Plenty region is important to us 
all as smaller clubs. 
  
We booked a batch for 10 days in Taupo, and loved our daily sailing. It was 
really easy to launch off your beach.    
 
One day we went out sailing with Zoey and were impressed by her solid 
upwind sailing. She took us across to Acacia Bay where pirate adventures 
sometimes happen for the LTS kids.  Another day we met Rob out on the 
water. And then to wrap up our experience we got to join in with the New 
Year’s Day sail to Two Mile Bay for an ice cream.   The wind was a bit weak, 
but the company was great.  We were impressed by Phil’s commitment 
organising the event. 
  
Thanks again for keeping the connection alive. 
We will try to promote the LTYC Regatta to folks around the region. 
  
All the best with your continued commitment nurturing sailing as a wonderful experience. 
  
Helen & Rick Spencer 
 

 

 

Waitangi Weekend sees us hosting the Windfoiling Regatta.  Ian Stretton 

has been asked to scope our members for possible interest in a show and 

tell.  Here is the details from Ian, please contact him on 027 233 3936 if 

you are interested. 

Wind Foiling Youth Trainers want to know if any young sailors are 

interested in foiling.  If there is they will do a show and tell for them.  

Although it is targeted at the youth sailors, if there are older sailors 

interested they can also tag along.   

THANK YOU 

WIND FOILING OPPORTUNITY 
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MEMBERS OUT AND ABOUT ENJOYING SUMMER 

BRASELL 
FAMILY 
Given we 
haven’t had 
our holiday 
yet, we have 
still managed. 
Dinners on or 
at the lake, 
Sailing around 
Western Bays, 
Bush Walks 

HANCOCK BOYS 
Sailed “Ruby” to get an ice cream. 

KIDSONS & JASON BUTTERFIELD 
Sailed around Great Mercury Island 

VAN DER VLERK 

FAMILY 

Spent lots of time 

on the lake, jet 

skiing, boating 

etc. 
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KNOX FAMILY 
Water activities have been a highlight for the Knox family and friends.  Team Amelia’s (Knox & Dale) have been working 
on their wakeboarding skills and enjoying wild biscuit rides. 
Amelia K, Riley, Julie and Mike celebrated Christmas day kayaking and tubing down to Reids Farm and have been 
swimming, catching lots of trout and enjoying Taupo. 

 

GREY FAMILY 
Circumnavigated Lake Taupo 
over New Years. While doing 
so, kayak, fished and generally 
just enjoyed the lake. 
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PLEASE CONTINUE TO SHARE YOUR HOLIDAY SNAPS WITH US. Email to lubberline@ltyc.org.nz for inclusion 

in next months edition. 

HARRINGTON 
FAMILY 
They headed to 
Slipper Island this 
summer. They even 
got to have coffee on 
a 40 million dollar 
luxury yacht with 4 
permanent crew. Life 
goals haha! 

MATT RYDER headed to the Mainland to visit 

family.  Exploring the long Canterbury straights, 

Arthurs Pass and building sand castles with his 

niece 

mailto:lubberline@ltyc.org.nz
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Over the next couple of months we will see some of our senior youth sailors 
leave Taupo to further their education.  We would like to wish them all the 
best in their studies and look forward to seeing where their journey takes 
them.  Although you are leaving Taupo we look forward to welcoming you 
back at the club each time you return home.   
 

ANDREW STRETTON  
I completed my learn to 
sail course at age 10. I 
sailed an optimist, 
followed by starling, 420 
teams racing, 470, Elliot 
7’s and am currently 
racing in the IQ Windfoil 
class. I’m leaving for NZ 
Air Force to train as an 
aircraft system’s 

technician based in Blenheim on January 16th. I plan to get back into wind foiling as soon as possible after 
completing my initial training, but I have missed the current season’s regattas. 
 
RILEY KNOX 

An ad for the Yacht Club’s learn to 

sail programme in the newspaper 

when I was 9 piqued my curiosity, 

but I had to wait another year 

before I was finally let loose in an 

Opti. Although I was a bit 

bewildered by the whole thing at 

the time, I loved it. Eight years on, 

having worked my way through 

Optis, 420 teams racing and now the Laser fleet I still do. This year I am moving 

to Christchurch to study Engineering at Canterbury University, but don’t worry 

Laser fleet - I’ll still come and win some races when I’m back here in the summer!! 

 

SHAYNA NASH 

I started sailing when I was 11 years old after 
completing a 4 day learn to sail programme.  
I started in an opti then moved up to a starling 
and also started 420 teams sailing which 
continued for a further 5 years. I am heading 
Victoria University in Wellington next year to 
study media and communications.  

WE WISH YOU ALL THE BEST 

Andrews 1st Regatta 
2021 1st NZ Youth 
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We received a grant from Taupo Half Marathon Trust to purchase some 

larger sized life jackets and are pleased to report they have arrived.  We 

ask members to look after the life jackets provided by the club, hanging 

them up in the designated area after you have finished using them. 

Parents if your children are not good at picking up after themselves we 

would appreciate you teaching them, or following around after them 

and doing it for them. 

 

 

 

 A HUGE Thank you to Taupo Half 

Marathon Trust for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During December we unfortunately had a few incidents where 
member’s items were removed from the club house by unknown 
persons, as well as some suspicious characters hanging around. 
Although we are there to sail and wouldn’t it be nice if we could 
trust that our property was safe, unfortunately this is not the case. 
Please can we remind all members to be observant of people 
around the clubhouse that are not members.  With so many new 
members about it’s hard to know everyone but please make a point 
of introducing yourselves to each other.  Non-members are not 
allowed to be let into the clubhouse to use the bathroom, direct 
them to the public toilets near the marina. 
Please don’t leave any valuables unattended in the clubhouse, the club is not responsible for any property 
left in the clubhouse. 
Security measures are being looked at but this won’t be in time for this season.  

 

NEW CLUB LIFE JACKETS 

SECURITY AT THE CLUB 
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We will be trialling a change to divisions in series three. 
For the rest of series three the sailing committee has suggested trialling a division three with the 
acceptance of the sailors in respect of the following classes 
  
Noelex 22    Farr 6000   Hartley 16 
Takitimu   Tanifarr   Green Pepper 
Dijon    Farnatics 
Hobo 
Telaga 
  
Division three will have a start time of 1750   
All other classes will remain in division two with the normal start time of 1800 hours 
 

 

 

CENTREBOARD MAINTENANCE GROUP 
We are looking for enthusiastic people to take on the maintenance of the 
clubs fleet of centreboard boats.  The fleet includes, optimist, lasers, topaz, 
420’s and more.  This would suit semi-retired / retired people, who are 
available outside of sailing times to maintain the boats. Initially there would 
be a bit of work to get the fleet up to speed, but once that is done it would 
average approximately an hour per week.  The bulk of the maintenance is 
done off season.  
Please contact Scotty 0275 99 66 69 if you are interested in this vital club 
position. 

 
TOWER RESULTS SUPPORT PERSON 

No racing is possible with the awesome ladies in the tower, 

however we have in impending departure and are looking for at 

least two people to step up and learn the job.  Do you know any 

non-sailing members (male or female) who would like the 

challenge, please get in touch?  It’s easier to learn a job when there 

is someone to teach you than thrown in the deep end. 

Please contact John Thornton 021 808 699 or Scotty on 0275 99 66 69. 

 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

Looking for a Licensed Building Practitioner to assist the Club in some plans 
for urgently required repairs to the club house. 
Please contact John Thornton 021 808 699 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

TRIAL CHANGE TO DIVISIONS 
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TGIF Social Gathering – Jack Roberts Bar EVERY FRIDAY from 5pm 

Wind Foiling Regatta- Taupo  Waitangi Weekend 2022 

Picton InterIslander Opti Regatta 18th – 20th February 2022 

Tauranga Centreboard Regatta 
https://yacht.org.nz/tauranga-regatta-26-27-
february-2022  

26th & 27th February 2022 

LTYC Centreboard Regatta 12th & 13th March 2022 

Nth Island Sprints Championship Regatta – 
Rotorua  

19TH – 20th March 2022 

Central North Island 420 Regatta 27th – 29th March 2022 

Easter Trailer Yacht Regatta 
https://www.ltyc.org.nz/page/593243 
 

Easter Weekend 2022 
 

Opti & Starling Nationals – Napier 
https://www.napiersailingclub.org.nz/opti-
starling-nationals-2022 
 

Easter Weekend 2022 

420 Teams Racing Nationals – Algies Bay 25th – 29th April 2022 

Sports Boat Regatta – Taupo 30th April & 1st May 

Ohope Centreboard Regatta Queen’s Birthday Weekend 
  

 

 

I  

We would like to remind you all, we have the TY Lady’s Skippers series coming up. This consists of two 
Sundays with four races scheduled in total. Sunday 16th January R1 & R2, Sunday 13th February R3 & R4. 

Briefing at the pens 1200 

Start 1300 

We have the ladies, we have the boats, hope to see you all out there. 

 

 

  

EVENTS CALENDAR 

TRAILER YACHT LADY’S SKIPPERS SERIES 

https://yacht.org.nz/tauranga-regatta-26-27-february-2022
https://yacht.org.nz/tauranga-regatta-26-27-february-2022
https://www.ltyc.org.nz/page/593243
https://www.napiersailingclub.org.nz/opti-starling-nationals-2022
https://www.napiersailingclub.org.nz/opti-starling-nationals-2022
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Part Two 
 
This is an excerpt from Bevan Choat's unpublished book. “The History of Taupo Sport 1920 to 2001.” It is 
the second part of the article as published in the previous issue of Lubberline. 
 
In 1987 Rex Nalder and his yacht Witch Hunt took line honours in the annual Auckland to Tauranga race, 
while Taupo's Paul Matich was named in the back-up crew for Chris Dickson's KZ7 in New Zealand's first 
America's Cup bid off Freemantle in Australia. And in the following year Australian yachtsmen  Glenn 
Bourke and Scott Ellis finished first and second overall respectively in the seven-race Pacific International 
Laser championships sailed on Lake Taupo. Rohan Lord (Howick, Auckland) was third. But to cap it all off 
towards the middle of 1988 Peter Fox, 21-year-old Taupo yachtsman representing New Zealand finished 
overall third to claim a bronze medal in the World Laser Yachting Championships off Falmouth in the UK. 
Glen Bourke (Australia) to the gold and Benny Anderson (Denmark) the silver, Peter Fox went on later to 
represent New Zealand at the Olympic Games. Not surprisingly Fox was named Radio Lakeland sports 
player of the year in November at the same Lakeland Sports Awards where 16-year-old netballer Louisa 
was acclaimed young sports player of the year for her on-court efforts in the young New Zealand 
International team against the Australian emerging players. 
 
His yachting efforts were just beginning for Peter Fox, as shortly after the annual Lakeland Sports Awards 
the young yachtsman was at it again! This time accompanied by Auckland's Rohan Lord the pair won the 
24-hour endurance Laser yachting event on  Auckland's Lake Pupuke. 
 
In 1989 the Boardsailing Nationals returned to Lake Taupo attracting a record 207 boards and competitors 
making for a spectacular scene on the waters of the lake, the men's event was won by the then Olympic 
Games gold medalist, Bruce Kendall  who swept all aside to win all seven races of the series in taking the 
title. 
 
The following year the event was back in Taupo and the “top guns' were back, but this time in very 
different conditions on the lake. Olympic Games board sailing gold medalist Bruce Kendall (Auckland) 
literally weathered the storm, to win the opening series of the Rheineck boardsailing nationals on Lake 
Taupo where winds gusted to 40-knots. His sister Barbara won the women's section. And the event was 
followed by the New Zealand fresh water catamaran championships hosted by the Turangi Yacht Club on 
Stump Bay. 
 
Late in 1990 New Zealand's top yachting combination of former Laser champion Peter Fox (Taupo) and 
current champion Rohan Lord (Auckland) combined to win the 24-hour endurance Laser Oki yachting race 
on Auckland's Lake Pupuke for the third consecutive year. 
 
Early in 1991 an incredible feat was performed on Lake Taupo when sailboarder Kevin Koorey became the 
first sailboarder to board sail the length of Lake Taupo when he completed the 42km distance from south 
to north in the incredible crossing time of 34m and 45s. This record still stands today and no attempt has 
yet been made to equal or better it! 
 
Three years later the national focus for yachting returned to Lake Taupo when the Lake Taupo Yacht Club 
hosted the New Zealand Laser championships.  Returning to the 'on water' action was Taupo's own Peter 
Fox and through his sheer determination to also return to the 'big time' regained his New Zealand title for 

TAUPO YACHTING HISTORY 
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his third national championship in that class.  It was not at all surprising later that the Lake Taupo Yacht 
Club was nominated club of the year in the Lakeland sports awards. 
 
The club had not only attracted and hosted successfully major national events over the year and indeed 
over previous recent years, but also promoted a comprehensive youth programme the envy of many 
others. Not surprisingly the club won the award from eight nominees in the category and went on to 
represent Taupo in the same category at the Sport Waikato sports awards in Hamilton where it again won.  
 
There was no stopping the Lake Taupo Yacht Club and its young yachties and in 1995 one of its young 
competitors, Adam Minoprio began what later proved an incredible success in the sport when he won his 
first title in the Optimist class at the Tauranga regatta, He went on to a career that saw him feature at 
national and international level and in America's Cup sailing. 
 
The Lake Taupo Yacht Club and the achievements of its members continued to flourish over the years, but 
the biggest recognition came in the year 2000 when Peter Fox, now 33-years-old, and now based in 
Auckland, was nominated to compete for New Zealand at the Sydney Olympics. He was to join Taupo 
equestrian administrator Peter Herrick and Tauhara College New Zealand youth Ambassador Fiona Loan at 
the Olympic Games. 
 
This proved a major milestone, not only for the yachting career of four times New Zealand Laser champion, 
but also for the reputation of the Lake Taupo Yacht Club that over the years prior and the years that were 
to follow brought the focus of sporting promotion, action and achievement on to the sporting Mecca of 
Taupo. 
 
Bevan A Choat JP 
 

Email from Bevan explaining the two articles we have run in the Lubberline. 

The research from my own reporting, endless records and other documents took over 10 years and I was so 
disappointed I could not find a publisher at a reasonable cost.  
I did make a presentation to the TDC, many years ago, but while they were sympathetic there was nothing 
forthcoming.  The unpublished book is 550 pages and needs editing.  
I pointed out to the TDC that I want absolutely nothing from any proceeds and that any profit the book, was 
to go the cancer research and child cancer.  
The book covers 34 sporting codes and their development in Taupo and feature stories such as that I have 
sent to you.  
I have 30/40 personal interviews and the development of the sporting facilities of the district.  
The book was written, as with my 32 years of reporting on Taupo sport to help put this area on the map as 
a sporting Mecca.  
Sadly this will never happen through the book, but hopefully it did through my endless copy to national and 
local newspapers and through my 32 years of national and local radio reports and commentaries.  
Hope you find the attached useful. 
  

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

CONTRIBUTION IS APPRECIATED: 

Thanks for reading.  Newsletters are always better when they are a team effort.  If you have anything you 

would like to share in the Lubberline, know of something a club member is up to, or of an upcoming event, 

that would interest our members, please send it to lubberline@ltyc.org.nz.  Thanks Tash Brasell 

mailto:lubberline@ltyc.org.nz

