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This season has certainly started with a BANG and seen an increase in membership with a lot of parents 

joining their children with the Learn to Sail programme. Our first few nights were chaotic with the number 

of participants far exceeding our wildest dreams. We have had to split the attendees over different nights 

to get everyone out on the water and getting the attention that they need.  

To all of these new members I would like to welcome you all to our club and tell you that things will calm 

down and become a lot smoother over the coming month. Your enthusiasm for learning a new skill is 

commendable. We have been approached by another coach who has moved to the region recently and I 

am in contact with them to join our merry team.  

PLEASE stick with us during the coming months as this is the largest group of attendees that we have had 

(possibly forever) and it is slightly daunting for our volunteers as well. If at any stage there is anything 

which concerns you, PLEASE ADVISE US FIRST. We can only fix what we know is sick, wrong, broken or not 

as you would expect. 

The Ice Cream sails to the Two Mile Bay Sailing Centre are still proving to be a great hit on Saturdays. The 

12pm rigging and 12.30 launching is working well with a large number of sailors in a wide range of boats 

taking part. This gives them all time in their boat (or joining another sailor in their boat as crew) and seeing 

a different perspective.  

I would like to remind all of you that members and family will be taking pictures of the boats and sailors 

during these events and that as a part of your membership you have given permission to use these photo’s 

for our advertising. In today’s world of privacy and permission I need to inform you all of this waiver which 

is a part of the membership form which you would have filled in when joining the club. 
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We have received sponsorship from Taupo Half Marathon Trust, this is being used to purchase new life 

jackets for the senior members and those who man the rescue craft. These should be in the boat shed for 

the New Year. 

The Beach Masters course was held last month with a good turnout of new & old faces. Thank you to all of 

you who attended and learnt.  There is always a lot to take into account when organising sailors and just 

when you think that all is under control, you get a curve ball. The art of asking for assistance and not doing 

everything yourself is the skill most needed in this role. 

A reminder to all our sailors that they should be signing on and off the water – and not leaving the beach 

until the “D” flag is flying from the tower or they have been instructed that it is safe to enter the water (Ice 

cream run) and rescue boats are deployed and ready to assist should they be needed. 

We had a great Friday night drinks last week with an increased number of members and their families 

coming to the Jack Roberts Lounge.  Reminder to all members everyone is welcome to the club on a Friday 

night from 5pm, the bar is open and you get club prices.  We also put an order into Dominos so it was a 

great way to feed the kids while the adults had some catch up and wind down time.  We look forward to 

seeing more members of the club there in the coming weeks. 

A HUGE Thank you goes out to all of the team lead by John Thornton who have completed the kitchen 

renovation. The finished product looks amazing and works well. Our caterers are now in residence and 

have had their first function which went off well. The efforts of many have made a great difference to the 

venue and raised the bar for quality venues in Taupo. 

Another Thank you goes out to Chris, Kaleda, and John for their efforts in running the club bar facility. The 

turnover means that we are able to cover a lot of the increased costs to the club in upgrading of facilities.  

If any members would be interested in assisting in the bar for functions in the future, please make contact 

with John Thornton at vice.commodore@ltyc.org.nz.  We had an incident last weekend where hired staff 

could not make it to a booked function, I went in to the club and assisted where I could. If there are any 

other members who could be called upon at short notice that are prepared to assist, this would be 

appreciated.  

Lastly, we are still seeking a grant or sponsorship to cover the cost of replacing the roof on the clubhouse. 

Committee members have tried all of the usual charities for grants and we do not fit a lot of their criteria in 

a lot of cases. I would be remiss not to put it out to all members in case there is somewhere that we have 

not tried. If you have any bright ideas please email me at commodore@ltyc.org.nz stating the name and 

contact details of your suggestion. I will check if we have applied to your suggestion and advise. 

Welcome, Thank You, See you on the water 

Scotty 

 

  

mailto:vice.commodore@ltyc.org.nz
mailto:commodore@ltyc.org.nz
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Photos from the month that’s been 

Left to Right: 

 Napier Cheer 

Squad,  

 420 Sailing,  

 Wednesday night 

trailer boat racing 

x 2,  

 Adult Learn to Sail 

Capsizing 

practice, x2 

 Tuesday night 

was all go with 

420 sailing, adult 

& junior learn to 

sail classes 

happening as 

well! 

 Adult learn to sail 

sunset cruising,  
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We hope you have been enjoying the lovely meals from our new Caterers 

“Constables Kitchen”. If you haven’t make sure you come into to the club 

on Wednesday night. Here is their story so far.   

 

Cara, initially from Waihi always wanted to join the New Zealand Army 
and so in 2004 tried to combine her love of working with food and enlist 
as a cook. Unfortunately, they were not recruiting cooks at that time and 
so she joined as a driver in the Royal New Zealand Logistics Regiment, 
which is where she met husband Phil. 
The intention was always to later trade change from Driver to Cook, only 
life carried on and ‘later’ never came. After promotion, overseas 
deployments and starting a family they decided that 10 years of Army life 
was enough and in 2014 moved their family from Palmerston North to 
Taupo. 
 

With a fresh start in a new town, Phil went line haul driving and Cara 
finally decided to follow her passion with food and so enrolled to study at 
Waiariki Institute of Technology (Toi Ohomai). At the completion of her 
studying and after a stint at working at one of Taupo’s popular cafés, 
Cara opened her own small business; ‘Constables Cakes,’ working part 

time in a shared kitchen, at the golf driving range, baking cakes and pastries, and then selling her hand-
crafted goods at the Taupo market. 
 

A short while later it was decided that Cara needed her own kitchen space and so they bought a small 
lunch bar on Miro Street in the Taupo Industrial area and joined the two businesses together. There, Cara 
continued to operate the lunch bar during the week and went about creating her custom cakes in the 
evenings and weekends. Phil helped at the lunch bar during the morning rush where possible and 
continued driving line haul trucks through the night. 
 

After a few months and once the business had got on its feet, they hired their first staff member to help 
Cara in the lunch bar, and bought a local courier run so that Phil could be closer to home to help more with 
the business and kids. 
An increased demand for corporate and then buffet catering saw the business naturally grow into these 
two areas, before also stepping into chilled meals for the elderly. The lunch bar slowly became a side-gig 
whilst the catering became the focus of the business. 
 

At the beginning of 2020, they decided that the gazebo at the market was no longer meeting demand and 
so bought an old food caravan, so they could provide a mobile catering service and take advantage of 
Taupo’s many events. Phil, who is a cabinet maker by trade, completely gutted the caravan back to an 
empty shell and then re-fitted as a mobile one-stop-shop for baked food and barista coffee. The project 
was finished just in time for the first Covid lockdown.  
 

The past 18 months has seen Constables Kitchen grow and so they sold the courier run which meant that 
Phil could focus on the business full time, taking care of the caravan events, as well as the paperwork and 
invoicing. It was also decided that they had out-grown their commercial kitchen on Miro Street, so in 

Introducing Constables Kitchen 
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January 2021 began looking for a new premises in which to operate their out-catering service. It seemed 
almost fate that in May the opportunity came up at the Lake Taupo Yacht Club and so they put in their 
expression of interest. 
 

Confident that 2022 will see some form of new normality return after Covid, their intention is to push the 
marketing for the Yacht Club as Taupo’s premium event venue, and the place to be for both corporate 
events and weddings. Cara and Phil are excited to have the opportunity to work with the Lake Taupo Yacht 
Club moving forward and are looking forward to what the future holds. 

 

 

 

Months of hard work by many,  lead by John Thornton and the Kitchen tidy up is complete.  We would like 

to say a HUGE THANK YOU to John and all those who have been involved in the make over. Many 

businesses have also supported the project and we are extremely grateful for their support too.    It looks 

amazing in these photos, but even better in person.  It had its first Wednesday night just gone and while 

there were some minor teething problems, it fuctioned well and the meals produced by Contsables Kitchen 

were well worth it. 

 

 

  

Kitchens Looking Sharp 
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By Phil Clarke 

In substitution of the Opti 
North Islands regatta Lake 
Taupo yacht Club hosted a 
one-day Sprint Regatta for 
those sailors able to travel 
outside their home region. 
Sailors attended from Napier, 
New Plymouth, Plimmerton, 
Paremata, Worser Bay, Tauranga and also Taupo.  51 boats including a 
number of Starlings attended.  

All of the scheduled 6 races were completed on the day and the Race 
Management Team did a great job with variable winds from various directions 
in the early part of the day. The final 2 races were sailed in some more testing 
conditions an easterly breeze came in around 15-18 knots. This resulted in a 
number of capsizes in cool fresh water that is Lake Taupo in November.  

There was a good turnout from the Green Fleet, many of whom were attending 
their first away regatta. It was great to see the various coaches from 
the Clubs attend with their sailors to encourage them to sail on 
different waters. 

The Napier Sailing Club with Jed Potbury (1st), Jake Dickey (2nd) and 
Sebastian de Vos (3rd) took out the Open Fleet.   The Green Fleet 
was taken out by Ethan Gard from TYPBC with Sophie Pedersen 
NSC 2nd and Vinnie Scott (3rd) TYPBC. 

Thank you to all who attended. Results and photos can be found 
here. https://www.ltyc.org.nz/results/21optiStar.htm 

It was a great for many of our Taupo Sailors to have some new competition and in some cases to 

experience a regatta for the first time. Thank you to Phil & the awesome crew of volunteers who organised 

and ran the regatta. 

 

Optimist & Starling Sprint 

Regatta 

Optimist & Starling Sprint Regatta 

https://www.ltyc.org.nz/results/21optiStar.htm
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CENTREBOARD MAINTENANCE GROUP 

We are looking for an enthusiastic people to take on the maintenance of the 

clubs fleet of centreboard boats.  The fleet includes, optimist, lasers, topaz, 

420’s and more.  This would suit semi-retired / retired people, who are 

available outside of sailing times to maintain the boats. Initially there would 

be a bit of work to get the fleet up to speed, but once that is done it would 

average approximately an hour per week.  The bulk of the maintenance is 

done off season.  

Please contact Scotty 0275 99 66 69 if you are interested in this vital club position. 

 

 

 

Darryl Montague Race 15th December 2021 

Rum & Pudding Race 22nd December 2021 

Picton InterIslander Opti Regatta 18th – 20th February 2022 

LTYC Centreboard Regatta 12th & 13th March 2022 

Nth Island Sprints Championship Regatta – 
Rotorua NEW DATES 

19TH – 20th March 2022 

Central North Island 420 Regatta 27th – 29th March 2022 

Easter Trailer Yacht Regatta Easter Weekend 2022 

Opti & Starling Nationals - Napier Easter Weekend 2022 

  

TGIF – Jack Roberts Bar EVERY FRIDAY from 5pm 

  
  

Note the Easter TY Regatta will now be held as an YNZ National Champs Regatta. 

 

Events Calendar 

Situations Vacant 
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By John Thornton 

As a boat owner in Taupo you will know how difficult it is to find a 
safe overnight anchorage on the lake as often the wind can change 
180 degrees making your safe spot quite untenable. 
Think what it would be like to have a wind forecasting service that 
operates continuously 24 hrs a day? 

 

A year ago, I had a chat with Bill Martyn who is the Regional 
Manager for Coastguard in our region about the possibility of 
installing a Nowcasting Station here in Lake Taupo and he said he 
would make some enquiries with his tech experts to see if it could 
even be achieved. 
 

For those of you who are not familiar with Nowcasting it is a New 
Zealand-wide coastal weather reporting instant readout of wind force and direction at many stations all 
around the coast of New Zealand – but currently not including any inland lakes! 
 

This is something we as a club could change if we made enough noise. If we need to get other support, we 
could approach the commercial boat fraternity as well as the fishermen’s club. The simple fact of having an 
instant wind speed and direction readout 24 hours a day available on VHF and also on the Coastguard App 
could really benefit all our boating people from a safety perspective. 
 

Update - Guess what? I had an email forwarded to me today 2nd November 2021 from Mike McSherry 
(President of Coastguard Lake Taupo) that was written to him by Bill Martyn confirming that they had been 
talking to their tech team and that Nowcasting is a workable option for our lake but at this stage, 
scheduling and detailed costings have not taken place. 
 

Great news, they are thinking about it. What we now need to do now is show our support. 
 

How many of you are Coastguard members? If not, why not?  
 

You will have seen them out on the lake training and perhaps even seen them towing a stranded boat 
home. They do a fantastic job and I for one have been a member of Coastguard since I bought my first boat 
and went on sailing and fishing trips out from Tauranga when I was farming. I have always regarded my 
subscription (approx. $100) as a necessary expense of owning a boat and have often donated to their 
service as well. (30% can be claimed back as a tax rebate) 
 

The Taupo branch is now allied to the NZ-wide Coastguard Service so if you are member here you are 
automatically covered on any water in NZ  
 

So please, consider joining, they need your support. Here is the link https://www.boatiesbestmate.nz/ 
 

John Thornton 

021 808 699 

Vice Commodore 

LTYC 

  

Nowcasting Station 

https://www.boatiesbestmate.nz/
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Part One 
 
From the year of its formation in 1956 the Lake Taupo Yacht Club was to feature very much on the National 
and International scene over the years that followed. One of the many highlights came in 1979 when 
Rotorua's Jonty Farmer won the North Island Finn Class championship seven-race series hosted by the club 
on the northern bay, Tapuaeharuru Bay. That race also featured Auckland's Peter Lester the 1977 World 
OK Dinghy champion who was later to become New Zealand's leading TV and radio yachting commentator 
at several America's Cup events involving Team New Zealand. In the same event Margaret Ott (Auckland) 
won the women's Laser championship and 19-year-old Joanna Stewart (Taupo) was fifth. 
When the Lake Taupo Yacht Club held its 25th anniversary regatta on the northern bay in 1981 the fleet 
was greeted with a 35-knot easterly wind conditions which restricted action on the water, but a successful 
weekend of celebrating the first 25 years continued in the club facilities on Ferry Road. 
The club was in action as host of another major event in 1983 when Bruce Deagan (Auckland) took out the 
North Island Finn Class title from National OK Dinghy champion Leith Armit (Maerangi Bay) and the then 
World Youth champion Russell Coutts (Takapuna). In the same event Chris Dickson and Sean Reeves 
(Auckland) won the 470-class. Significantly Russell Coutts went on years later to win and successfully 
defend the America's Cup as Team New Zealand skipper and Chris Dickson led the KZ7 New Zealand bid for 
America's Cup honours off Freemantle in Australia prior to the epic efforts of Russell Coutts. Young Taupo 
yachtsman Paul Matich was a member of the Chris Dickson America's Cup crew. 
The same year 1983, Taupo's Joanna Stewart and the then former New Zealand Laser yachtie Jan Shearer 
were named as representatives in the 470-class for the World Championships after finishing second in the 
New Zealand nationals. 
In 1984 Olympic sailboard hopeful, Bruce Kendall (Auckland) took out the major honoured at the 
Challenger Sailboard National Championship series held on Lake Taupo, while Santha Patel (Auckland) won 
the women's section that featured Barbara Kendall later to become an Olympic medallist for New Zealand. 
Also during the same year Swashbuckler sailed by Taupo's Howard Kidd took the Farr 6000 National title 
when the Lake Taupo Yacht Club hosted the National Farr Regatta. Auckland yachts dominated the other 
classes. 
Some weeks later, when Auckland yachtsman Terry Nicholas was forced to withdraw from representing 
New Zealand at the World Sailing Championships at Santiago in August Taupo's Ian Stewart was named as 
his replacement and joined Taupo's Malcolm Pointon for the event. 
The very next year, 1985, Barbara Kendall was back in action on Taupo's northern bay in the New Zealand 
Boardsailing Nationals, which attracted large fleets. His time Barbara produced all the skills to take the 
New Zealand women's title in the seven-race series. In the same event Taupo's Mark Orams won the men's 
heavyweight championship title, Barbara Kendall (Bucklands Beach, Auckland) returned the next year to 
again sweep aside all opposition and retain her New Zealand title, while the men's title was won by Raman 
Patel (Auckland) who took five of seven races in the series on Lake Taupo that year. 
The reputation of Taupo yachties and of the Lake Taupo Yacht Club was continuing to build as a major  
force and in 1986 two Taupo yachtsmen, Craig Dickson and Boyd Marshall featured among the winners in 
the North Island Trailer Sailer championships on the lake. Dickson sailed Night Nurse in taking the 780 title 
and Marshall sailed his boat piccolo to win the Noelex 25s. 
The next two years continued to produce some major milestones, not only for the Lake Taupo Yacht Club, 
but also for its members and will be featured in the second part of this story. 
 
This is an excerpt from Bevan Choat's unpublished book. “The History of Taupo Sport 1920 to 2001.” 
 

 

Taupo Yachting History 
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CONTRIBUTION IS APPRECIATED: 

Thanks for reading.  Newsletters are always better when they are a team effort.  If you have anything you 

would like to share in the Lubberline, know of something a club member is up to, or of an upcoming event, 

that would interest our members, please send it to lubberline@ltyc.org.nz.  Thanks Tash Brasell 

mailto:lubberline@ltyc.org.nz

