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COMMODORES REPORT 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

As you know, I am relatively new to the club having moved here after 
living for 22 years in Auckland.  I was bought up on a Dairy farm 5km 
from Matamata and carried on dairy farming for approximately 32 years 
after Christine and I got married.  
 
Our family enjoyed power boating, water skiing on Lake Karapiro and 
fishing out from Tauranga, but sailing was unknown to me until we went 
for a camping holiday with our three kids, a tent, and a borrowed 
Sunburst.  It opened my eyes to a whole new way of having fun.  At that 
time Thames Sailing Club had quite a fleet of Frostply sailing dinghies 
and it wasn’t long until I saw one for sale on Trade me and purchased 
one.  Thames was too far away from home to go sailing between 
milking’s on a Sunday, so I joined Lake Ngaroto Sailing Club and we had 
many good times there learning to sail before heading back home to 
milk the cows. 
 
At this stage we still owned the power boat but as the kids got older they didn’t enjoy sailing as much as I 
did so I made an Executive Decision and sold both boats and bought a Farr 6000 – great boats to sail, and 
we enjoyed cruising holidays at Rotoiti and Lake Tarawera, where Christine was subjected to my first 
experience of a Chinese Jibe, good learning curve in my opinion but definitely not her idea of good fun! 
I joined BOPTYS for Wednesday night and weekend sailing which we continued right up until we sold the 
farm in 1996. 

 
We moved to Glendowie in 1997 and I sold the Farr 6000 and bought a 
Noelex 25 that was unregistered and unnamed, it was in as-new factory 
condition as it had hardly been used - it didn’t even have a battery. 
We named it “Rose Warrior” and owned it for about 12 years, racing 
with Bucklands Beach Yacht Club, one of the highlights of owning it for 
me was winning the 2001 North Island Trailer Yacht Champs at Rotoiti 
on Line and Handicap with a gun crew from BBYC and a borrowed 
spinnaker, and with me as the fourth man doing nothing but just 
enjoying going along for the ride.  Yep, that’s me sitting on the cabin top 
doing what I’m told and marvelling at how fast we are going. 
 
Our next big move in life took us to Arkles Bay on the Whangaparaoa 
Peninsula and we sold Rose Warrior and bought a Beale 33 called White 
Mischief with the intention of doing the Coastal Classic some time. 
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I joined Gulf Harbour Yacht Club and enjoyed approximately 8 years of racing and cruising in this boat but 
never actually got around to attempting a Coastal Classic until I saw an ad for “Crew Wanted” for the 2014 
Coastal Classic to sail on Lion New Zealand for about $250.00 or thereabouts and for an extra $200, a sail 
back home on Steinlager 2. That was too good an offer for me 
to ignore and I paid for both. The deal was that we would sleep 
on Lion the first night following the race and then crew for a day 
in the Bay of Islands on Steinlager 2 with a load of paying 
tourists, sleep on it on Sunday night then sail back to Auckland 
on Monday. 
The forecast was for very light winds that didn’t sound very 
exciting, but it all changed to an un-forecasted 
strong South Westerly just before the race start.  I remember 
Lion rounding North Head at about 8 or 10 knots and Steinlager 
2 blasting past us as though we were standing still!  We enjoyed a blast reach right up the coast to Cape 
Brett and the wind held most of the way into Russell until a very frustrating last 60 mins for us but giving 
many boats record times, Team Vodafone took 28 minutes off her previous race record time doing it in 
5hrs: 13mins: 21sec. Lion still finished in her best-ever time at 12h 10mins, so I was told. 
 
Helicopter photo off Tutukaka with me on the winch and Lion doing 12.5 knots 
The return to Auckland was very fast as well as the wind had changed allowing Steinlager 2 to put up her 
big headsails, we even got Big Red (no1 Gennaker) up for a while.  We had one cross with Beau Geste when 
we should really have given way to her but our Captain said there was no way he was going to drop the big 
red headsail to do that, so they had no choice but to cross behind us. We weren’t racing but they did have 
one or two things to say about Starboard Right of Way rules as they passed our stern. 
See my video here https://youtu.be/p3zxR_961U0 
 
We sold White Mischief and I bought Mykonos in 2013 
Sailing on the Hauraki Gulf is fantastic, lots of places to overnight, my favourites were (and still are,) 
Waiheki Island bays, Mahurangi, Kawau Island and of course, Great Barrier Island. 
 
I remember one solo trip out to Great Barrier on Mykonos, I left the ramp at Gulf Harbour at 4pm on a 
Friday and had a very relaxing and fast spinnaker run on auto helm all the way until the wind changed 180 
degrees at about 9pm and I sailed on into a beautiful full moon reflecting off the water all the way to Man 
of War Passage which I entered bang on midnight then tied up to the rubbish barge and poured myself a 
nice big whiskey and stayed the rest of the night. The sail back was in an easterly, nice big waves and a fast 
trip helming all the way because the auto helm couldn’t handle the swells, back to Kawau. 
 
We enjoyed living in Auckland but our decision to leave came about because Auckland changed, too much 
infill housing, too many cars on the road, too many people!  We always knew we wanted to be near water 
and Rotioti was first choice as I was more familiar with BOPTYS as I had been a member but again Rotorua 
is too busy, too many cars, too many people, just a smaller version of Auckland. 
 
Taupo also had a lake and no traffic issues so we started looking at what was for sale – to cut a long story 
short, we bought a section, had a house built and moved in about 18 months later.  So here we are, no 
regrets. 
 
John Thornton 
Vice Commodore 
LTYC 

https://youtu.be/p3zxR_961U0
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COMMITTEE REPORT 

Everyone has been working overtime getting things ticked off and ready for the new season.  

The biggest and most exciting news is, a small dedicated team of committee members have 

worked very hard to secure a lease with Constables Kitchen.  They take over the lease on 1st 

November 2021. 

As soon as we dropped COVID Alert levels, the tidying up of the club began.  Painting the lounge 

area and remodelling the kitchen.   Many things within the kitchen no longer met health and 

safety standards and it was also a space that didn’t flow and was hard to work in.  The decision 

was made to make minor alterations while the work to bring it up to H&S standard was being 

done.  The storage area has been gutted to make an empty space for the new tenant’s to bring 

in their own shelving.  All cooking appliances have been moved to the internal wall, plywood 

lining installed and new commercial vinyl will be laid.  Thanks to the amazing members who are 

giving their time and expertise to get these jobs done in order to reduce the expenditure to the 

club.  See the Volunteers needed section as we still need more help. 

All health and safety documents have been updated and the annual club member vessel 

inspections are due to begin. 

Strategic Plan topic of discussion was around what we needed to obtain funding for in the future 

and a possible timeline around these.  The list included upgrades to rib trailers, roof 

replacement, replacement of safety boats, refurbishment of showers, bigger bunker, a program 

to replace outboards.  A plan on where and how to obtain this funding will continue to be 

discussed and a timeline established for it all. 

A great club working bee was held to get the club ready for the new season, water blasting, 

general tidying, drains unblocked etc were all undertaken.  A HUGE thanks to those that were 

able to attend, we appreciate the support. 

It was great to see a good turn out to the Call to Arms night last Friday.  If you were unable to 

make it but are still available to help out, especially with the North Island Opti Regatta, please 

get in touch with Thea Grey  027 412 7145 

We look forward to seeing everyone coming back into the club house as sailing kicks off this 

week. 
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By Ian and Thea Gray 

After a busy week, there is nothing like 

setting sail west. For our family, sometimes 

west is found at a quiet anchorage in Acacia 

Bay, while at other times, it is found in the far 

reaches of the western bays. As long as we 

are on the water, it tends not to matter. 

Over the last few years, our trailer-yacht 

‘Eskypade’ has seen very little action as we 

have supported loved ones during their final 

days, and our kids in their own endeavours. 

Nevertheless, there are always dreams and 

planning afoot to get back to the wild west. 

Following years of crewing for some of Taupō’s best, including Dave Brett and Keysy, a long and arduous 

search for an Elliot 7.4 began. Purchasing Eskypade was a leap of faith as we could only view her from 

Trade Me photos and phone negotiations from the Air NZ departure lounge prior to an overseas trip. It 

wasn’t until we returned and arranged to pick her up from the Wellington Ferry that we got to see what 

state our 25-year-old water-front bach was in. Used but loved, Esky came ready for us to try and wear her 

out some more.  

Although a beautiful and fast sailing vessel (we did win 
the one race we have ever done with her – the New 
Year’s Day Kinloch Race!), Esky has spent most of her 
Taupō life packed to the gunnels with food, toilet paper, 
kayaks, fishing gear, diving gear, kayaks, dingy, books, 
lego, games and whatever else the kids managed to 
smuggle on board.  Existence with four humans in a small 
trailer-yacht is best achieved if you collectively share a 
feral gene. The Gray’s luckily have this as our dominant 
DNA. Multiple weeks living together in a small cabin and 
drinking straight from the lake surely provides a 

significant boost to one’s immune system? There were a few years as well when we were spoiled as we 
sailed alongside Mango, the mothership. Mango not 
only had a ‘real’ toilet but also Adam who made the 
best-ever egg, bacon and tomato bagel sammies 
every morning!  
 
With both of us working and parenting, time away on 
the yacht is always a cherished adventure. A Friday 
night to late Sunday can pack in the scenery and 
experiences. The crystal-clear water with high cliff-
scape and bush-backdrops provides some of the 
finest cruising in the world. Experiences range from 
swaying gently at anchor, while doing naked bombs 
amongst exquisite sunsets and slowly working your 

ESKYPADES OUT WEST 
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way through the treat food, just because you can. Visiting the 
Kinloch Store for curly fries is always a special highlight too! The 
flipside is the arrival of the dreaded death roll from swell that finds 
you at 1am when you’re misreading of 5 knot variables turns into 
an 18-knot lee shore. These times build character as you brace in 
your bed, working out if it will miraculously become calm. But it 
never does, and we have learned over the years that it is just 
better to get out of bed and move. That banging halyard? Just get 
up and tighten it! The rolling cup? Just get up and move it! 
 
For us, Eskypade has offered our young family on-going 

opportunities that have morphed and changed as Mackye and 

Beau have grown. From catching their first trout, setting bacon 

lures for observing koura, to braving the rope swing for the first 

time at Boat Harbour followed by seeking out higher and higher 

rocks faces to leap from. We will always be proud of the first time Beau faced his Boat Harbour long drop 

fears and laid a clanger amongst the dark and spiders! One of our most memorable moments arose one 

warm summer’s day as Ian paddled away from Eskypade on a newly modified kayak. Having taken the 

cover off the main sail, Thea noticed more and more bees 

swarming around the yacht, starting to cluster on the winches. 

With Mackye and Beau sent below and the cabin shut up tight, 

Thea was getting the motor going hoping to blow off the bees 

when she heard Ian frantically paddling towards Esky and yelling 

that his kayak was sinking. Coming along side, Ian was soon 

alerted to the swarming bees as they were getting angrier and 

angrier with the arrival of this manic paddler keen to avoid his 

kayak from ending up deep on the lake bed. Simply, it was a 

bizarre coincidence of two very unlikely scenarios. Eventually, 

layers of clothing covering all exposed skin enabled us to lift the 

sinking kayak back on board and full throttle on the motor 

eventually saw off the bees.  

We are so blessed to have Lake Taupō on our door step. So, pull 

up your sails, take down your stress levels and find your own 

quiet spot to create some terrific memories. For free, you’ll get 

something money can’t buy 😊   
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So I’ve been a member of this club for 18 years and to be honest I have never given much thought to what 

the subscription covered, other than it was Scottys chosen sport, followed in recent years as one of the 

kids activities too, and my job was just to pay it every year.  My only thought was Scotty and the kids got to 

do something they love sailing on Wednesday night and the odd regatta.  Previously, many years ago, I had 

been on the committee, all I really did then was organise club events to bring people together, but this 

time around I’m paying more attention to what is involved and what people do. 

So I thought I’d share what I’ve learnt so far, as it has been an eye opener: 

1. Did you know that the club owns A LOT of yachts that are available for club members to use?  This 

includes: 

2 x Topaz, 2 x Laser, 1 x P Class, 1 x Starling, 6 x 420s and lots & lots of Optis.   

This was a god send for us last year with Zoey out growing her Opti and needing a bigger yacht.  She 

was able to test out the club laser to make sure she liked it before we purchased one ready for this 

next season. 

2. Did you know that the club has 6 patrol boats, used obviously to keep everyone safe when they are 

out sailing Lake Taupo?  These are also taken away by members to some regattas to offer support 

to our own sailors and support other clubs in running their regattas.  What I didn’t know is through 

Yachting NZ you can get a qualification to operate these and it’s not just a lesson with a 

knowledgeable club member. 

 

3. Part of your subs include an affiliation fee to Yachting NZ.  This gets the committee all the support, 
policy, documentation etc they need to operate a safe club for members.  But it also gets each 
member access to various other benefits and discounts.  Be sure to check out their website and 
watch upcoming lubberlines for further information on this. https://www.yachtingnz.org.nz/about-
us/member-card-and-app  

 
4. An awesome club house that is the envy of many clubs across NZ and can be hired for functions.  It 

was the best wedding venue 17 years ago and still is today.  A great social location where you can 
come together with likeminded people and you get discounted club rates on purchases at the bar.  
You can hire it for special occasions and we have attended many birthday celebrations there over 
the years, although a little morbid, but also a great end of life celebration location too. 
 

5. Great advice and training.  We have a fantastic group of members who run the Learn to Sail 
programme, but also many of our members are always up for supporting other members with 
sailing tips and tricks.   
 

6. The club holds a variety of sailing opportunities for members to join or enter.  Including New Year’s 
Day Race, Single handed Series, Pirate Regatta etc . As well as weekly sailing, with the clubs big 
night being Wednesday night, there is also Learn to Sail for Adults & Youth on Monday nights, 420 
Secondary Sailing Tuesday & sometimes Thursday afternoons, Learn to Sail Ice Cream run on 
weekends, Trailer Sailor Summer & Winter weekend series.  On top of all of this, there are the 
additional Regattas you can pay to enter for Centreboard & Trailer Yachts locally & at other clubs. 

 
Not bad given this is available to our whole family.  Now to convince non sailing child to return to it! 

What Your Subscription includes: 

https://www.yachtingnz.org.nz/about-us/member-card-and-app
https://www.yachtingnz.org.nz/about-us/member-card-and-app
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If you have any second hand sailing gear, or even boats, you would like to list in the Lubberline please 

email your contact, the details of the item, price and a photo if you have one to lubberline@ltyc.org.nz  

LTYC will not take any responsibility in the sale of your items.  This will just be a location to advertise. 

 

 

 

2021/2022 LTYC Season Starts Week of 27th September 2021 

Open Optimist & Starling  Coaching Weekend 2nd & 3rd October 2021 

420 Sailing Pre Season get together Tuesday 5th October 2021 

Rotorua Sprint Series 16th & 17th October 2021 

Learn to Sail Starts Monday 1st November 2021 

North Island Optimist Regatta 5th – 7th November 2021 

Racing Skiffs 6th & 7th November 2021 

LTYC Sports Boat Regatta 13th & 14th November 2021 

Wind foiling Regatta 20th – 21st November 2021 

Darryl Montague Race 15th December 2021 

Rum & Pudding Race 22nd December 2021 

Picton InterIslander Opti Regatta 18th – 20th February 2022 

LTYC Centreboard Regatta 12th & 13th March 2022 

Central North Island 420 Regatta 27th – 29th March 2022 

Easter Trailer Yacht Regatta Easter Weekend 2022 

Opti & Starling Nationals - Napier Easter Weekend 2022 

 
  

 

This weekend there is a training weekend for Open 

Optimist & Starling Sailors.  Saturday 11-4pm and 

Sunday 9-12pm.   We have Richard Gwynne who sails 

with Torban Landl on his Magic 25 and in his younger 

days competed internationally in Optimists and went 

on to represent in Starlings.  Saturday 2nd & Sunday 

3rd October will be an intensive training weekend 

and then each Monday leading up to the North 

Island Opti Regatta they will get further training from 

Richard and possibly Sydney Cunliffe our recent high 

achieving local sailor, who is coming back from 

Auckland.  A great opportunity for our up and coming young sailors to gain further knowledge and skills 

before a big regatta. 

Upcoming Events 

Second Hand Sailing Gear 

Youth Coaching 

mailto:lubberline@ltyc.org.nz
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Matt Ryder shared this little bit of history.  This is a plan  of one of the original surveys around the lake and 

shows the cross sections through it.  

 

 

 

Little bit of History! 
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Like every club it survives on volunteers and our club is no 

different.  We are needing volunteers for the following 

tasks: 

Painters:  

We need people that are handy with a paint brush to help 

with the painting in the kitchen area etc. Please contact John Thornton 021 808 699 

Nth Island Opti Regatta:  

This is our biggest regatta this year and it requires all hands on deck.  Please contact Thea Gray                 

027 412 7145 if you are available anytime over 5th-7th November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS APPRECIATED: 

Thanks for reading.  Newsletters are there to reflect their members interests..  If you have anything you 

would like to share in the Lubberline, know of something a club member is up to, or of an upcoming event, 

that would interest our members, please send it to lubberline@ltyc.org.nz.  Thanks Tash Brasell 

This Months Funny! 

HELP Volunteers NEEDED! 

mailto:lubberline@ltyc.org.nz

