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LUBBERLINE 

COMMODORE’S CORNER 

2020 is drawing to a close.   I won’t be alone in being pleased to see the end of 2020 – it’s been one of the 

most challenging years that we’ve ever had.   Not only has it seen disrupted sailing plans but the effects of 

Covid 19 continue to reverberate around the world.   Even the showcase of our sport – the America’s Cup, 

will be a shadow of its potential due to the virus preventing the arrival of the overseas spectators the 

event usually draws.   

For our part, LTYC came through the Covid event relatively unscathed on the sailing front, with the biggest 

effect being the financial damaged caused by the lack of clubhouse income from bookings etc.   It will take 

some time for this to recover, requiring confidence to return to the business community and private hirers 

to be prepared to make plans for events without fear of the need for forced cancellation.  

What Covid has shown us is that we need to be agile and resilient.   So it was with this year’s spring 

regatta.   Usually the showcase for the Zephyr class, this year we had a showcase of speed with the wind 

foilers and Sports boats.   The weather for the regatta was near as good as we could expect with mostly 

good mid strength breezes on the Sports boats course, although perhaps a little light on the wind foiling 

course.   Overall the regatta went well with both fleets expressing their appreciation for a great weekend’s 

sailing. 

And so, it’s almost Christmas.  As is usual, the sailing programme makes concessions to the season with no 

Wednesday night sailing on 30 December and no Sunday sailing on 27 December & 3 January.   There is, of 

course the annual Kinloch race for the big boats on January 1 with Wednesday night sailing resuming on 6 

January. 

So it’s time to say farewell to 2020 and to take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas and 

Happy and safe New Year. 

Commodore Alan. 

  

 

 

  
We have discovered an error in the printed handbook. 

In the printed copy, races 3&4 of the Summer Sprint Series on January 17 were omitted in error. 

The online copy of the programme is correct. 

The races will be held on 17 January as originally intended. 

  



Have you seen the new Racing Rules of Sailing? 

The latest version of the Racing rules of Sailing have been published and take effect from 1 January 

2021.   This version is the 2021-2024 version.   There are some changes of which sailors need to be 

aware. 

At this stage the new Rules are not available through the YNZ website, but members may follow this 

link to access the latest version https://www.sailing.org/documents/racingrules. 

Please make yourself familiar with the changes. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

https://www.sailing.org/documents/racingrules


Hansa Class National Regatta 

Planning is well underway for this event which will be run alongside the Bayleys Centreboard Regatta in 

March. 

As with any National Class event Notice of Race and Sailing instructions require vetting by Yachting New 

Zealand before publication.   In a year when the new rules come into effect it is even more important to 

make sure that these tasks are completed early and changes made to reflect rule changes. 

We are expecting up to 30 sailors in 3 different classes for this regatta, which will also include the NZ Blind 

Sailing Nationals. 

This event will start on the Thursday before the Bayleys Centreboard Regatta and conclude on the Sunday. 

Because of the length of this event you are quite likely to receive a tap on the shoulder to help either on or 

off the water.  

Bayleys Centreboard Regatta 

Alongside the Hansa Class Nationals we will also be running the annual Bayleys Centreboard Regatta.   

Run over a 2 day weekend 13 & 14 March 29 2021, this is our showcase regatta and attracts a good 

number of competitors from out of Taupo.   This is an excellent chance for centreboard sailors to get some 

practice against competitors from other clubs, without having to travel. 

If you are intending to sail, enter early to help us with organisation.   If you’re not planning to sail, let a 

Committee Member know, as there will be a need for plenty of assistance both on and off the water over 

that weekend. 

Other Upcoming Events 

Other events in March are the CNI Regional 420 Champs on 21 – 23 March and the 29ers and 49ers Fresh 

Water Regatta on 23 & 24 March.   The Easter Trailer Yacht Regatta will be held on 3 & 4 April. 

All of these events require considerable organisation both before and during the events and it is important 

that the Club as a whole provides support to share the load. 

 

 

The first weekend in November saw Andrew Stretton compete in the Tauranga Harbour Jam.  There were 

over 50 competitors competing in both Wind Surfing and Wind Foiling.   

It was a fantastic weekend with Wind Foilers and Windsurfers attending from all over the country.  

The winds were light on the Saturday with the Foilers leading the action on the water.   

The Windsurfers managed to get on the water on Sunday as the winds increased providing dramatic close 

up crashes on the finish line which was about 20m off the beach.   

Andrew Stretton managed to win first place in the Wind Foiling silver division and was awarded the Barry 

trophy for most promising windsurfer in the BOP. 

Andrew also competed in the Yachting NZ, Wind Foiling Youth Champs in Manly during October, 

unfortunately had gear failure on the last day which resulted in him finishing in fourth place. 

Thanks Ian for the information. 

 

 



Ranking Regatta 

The next Ranking Regatta hits the water very soon! 

 The dates are all set from Saturday 30th January to Monday 1st February 2021, and it’s going to 

be fantastic. 

Murrays Bay Sailing Club on the beautiful North Shore is our host, and this event incorporates 

the Auckland Anniversay Day Regatta – so there’s everything to sail for. 

Interested? You can register your young sailor for this important weekend of racing right here, 

but they will need to be NZIODA-registered to compete. 

It’s going to be fun, too! Family and friends – never been to a regatta before? Join us for a 

wonderful weekend of action. Great venue, great crowds, great racing. 

Want to know how the rankings work? Find out here 

Let’s get racing. 

 

Interislander Regatta 

Christmas is coming, and so is the fabulous Interislander Regatta!  

We’re all busy at this time of year, so we’re sending you this friendly reminder that there’s still 

time to register. But do hurry – places are filling up fast. 

 ‘The Interislander’ takes place on 19-21 February 2021, and is one of the most fun and exciting 

weekends of the Opti year. 

 There’s Opti Green, White and Open category racing, and the stunning Queen Charlotte Yacht 

Club on the tip of Marlborough Sounds is the host. 

 Ready to send your young sailor for a long weekend of fabulous racing? 

 Register here. We can't wait to see you there. 

 Other: 

 Looking to hire an OWNZ boat book early to avoid disappointment 

 Keep checking the NZODI Facebook feed for event updates 

 

 

 

https://optimist.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da2ee2fece74273ec9873e6e8&id=9d2124cea5&e=8e6424e406
https://optimist.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da2ee2fece74273ec9873e6e8&id=741f0a2bde&e=8e6424e406
https://optimist.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da2ee2fece74273ec9873e6e8&id=a968ceac4a&e=8e6424e406
https://optimist.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da2ee2fece74273ec9873e6e8&id=5247439a66&e=8e6424e406


 

 

 
One of the essential tasks for the Committee of any organisation is to protect the assets that belong to the 

members.   From time to time that means that Clubs need to invest in their assets to ensure that they 

remain fit for purpose.   So it is with LTYC.  

The Committee has identified two key assets that need urgent work to ensure that they continue to work 

as designed.  

The first is the chiller.   The chiller unit has reached the end of its life and requires replacement.   

Completing this work in the New Year is expected to significantly reduce running costs as well as removing 

the old, outdated unit, which is now no longer able to be serviced.  Expected cost is around $7,000. 

  

 



The second asset, which is rapidly reaching the end of its economic life is the Clubhouse roof.   We have 

received reports on its condition and are now considering options for fundraising to replace it.  Estimated 

cost is in the vicinity of $50,000 plus GST. 

 

  

 
Every year LTYC has the opportunity to send young sailors to Kawau Island to participate in the Mastercard 

National Youth Training week.   This year it was Zoey, Ben and Max’s turn. 

 

 

  

 



You’d find this story funny, if it wasn’t true. 

For more years than we can remember, LTYC enjoyed the use (at a cost) of P O Box 525, Taupo.  But this is 

no more. 

As an example of truly impressive customer service, NZ Post has closed our box – something we became 

aware of only as a result of a sponsor trying to post something and receiving the closed box returned mail. 

Apparently the fee for the box was due at the end of March, prompting an invoice, mailed to the box, a 

reminder was sent in April & May and the box closed in June when the invoice wasn’t paid. 

Given that these months coincided with the 3 months of lockdown through levels 4,3 & 2, we were unable 

to check the box to clear the invoice and arrange payment. 

When the box was closed the mail inside, including the invoices, was destroyed, so when the Secretary did 

check the box (we still had the key) there was nothing in the box to indicate that it was closed.  

When NZ Post realised the timing it did offer to reinstate on payment of the fee but guess what – like a 

number of other businesses which have a street address, we’ve found that we don’t really need the box 

anymore.   Is it any wonder that NZ Post is losing money. 

If you wish to mail anything to the Club, our mail address is the same as the street address – 9 Ferry Road, 

Taupo, 3377 

  

 

There are as many reasons why sailors sail as there are sailors.  The one thing that all sailors have in 

common – they have an enjoyment of being on the water.   Whatever your reason for going sailing, please 

remember that your interactions with other sailors will have an effect on their enjoyment of the sport.   Be 

considerate both on and off the water.   Might is not always right and we are all measured more by the 

way we compete rather than by the results we achieve.    

 

  

 Upcoming events that are happening on the Great Lake and that will have an effect on sailing activities. 

January 16 & 17 

Epic Swim.   From 0800hrs – 1500hrs Saturday 16 January 

  From 0800hrs – 1330hrs Sunday 17 January 

Access to the bunker will not be available during these times and sailing activities from the beach will not 

be possible.   Trailer yacht Summer Sprints Series will start at 1400hrs on the Sunday. 

Auckland Anniversary Weekend 

The summer silence will be broken as the town again hosts the Offshore Power Boat series. 

Normal sailing on the Lake for the centreboard fleet for the weekend won’t be possible until after the 

power boats have left the lake.   Access to the bunker will not be available until the event has finished.   If 

you want access to you boat over the weekend please access it on Friday evening. 

 

 

 

  

 



This is the actual transcript of a radio conversation between a British Navy ship and the Irish 
Coastguard, off the coast of Kerry: 
 
Irish. Please divert your course 15 degrees to the south, to avoid collision 

 
British. Recommend you divert your course 15 degrees to the north, to avoid collision 

 
Irish. Negative. You will have to divert your course 15 degrees to the south ' to avoid collision. 
 
British. This is the Captain of a British Navy Ship. I say again, divert YOUR course. 
 
Irish. Negative. I say again, you will have to divert YOUR course 

 
British. THIS IS THE LARGEST SHIP IN THE BRITISH FLEET. WE ARE ACCOMPANIED BY 3 
DESTROYERS, 3 CRUISERS, AND NUMEROUS SUPPORT SHIPS. I DEMAND THAT YOU 
CHANGE YOUR COURSE 15 DEGREES TO THE NORTH, OR COUNTERMEASURES WILL BE 
UNDERTAKEN TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF THIS FLOTILLA. 
Irish. THIS IS A LIGHTHOUSE.  YOUR CALL! 
 

Once upon a time there was a famous sea captain.  This captain was very successful at 
what he did; for years he guided merchant ships all over the world. 
Never did stormy seas or pirates get the best of him.  He was admired by his crew and 
fellow captains.  However, there was one thing different about this captain. Every morning 
he went through a strange ritual.  He would lock himself in his captain's quarters and open 
a small safe.  In the safe was an envelope with a piece of paper inside.  He would stare at 
the paper for a minute, and then lock it back up. After, he would go about his daily duties. 
For years this went on, and his crew became very curious.  Was it a treasure map?  Was 
it a letter from a long lost love?  Everyone speculated about the contents of the strange 
envelope. 
One day the captain died at sea.  After laying the captain's body to rest, the first mate led 
the entire crew into the captains’ quarters.  He opened the safe, got the envelope, opened 
it and... The first mate turned pale and showed the paper to the others.  Four words were 
on the paper, two on two lines: 

Port Left 
Starboard Right 

 

Why is pirating addictive? 

They say once ye lose yer first hand, ye get hooked 

 

How much did the pirate pay for his piercings? 

A buck-an-ear! 
 

That’s all folks.  Have a safe and Merry Christmas 

  

 

This year’s Darryl Montague Memorial trailer yacht race has been rescheduled to this coming Wednesday – 

23 December 2020. 

Remember all boats are to sail 2 laps of the triangular course. 

 

  

 


